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(57) Abstract: The present application 
provides methods and compositions 
for use in detecting the presence of 
a target nucleic acid in a sample. In 
some embodiments, the methods employ 
sequestering agents which specifically 
interact with complementary nucleic 
acids which will be ligated together if 
the target nucleic acid is present in the 
sample. Detection of a ligation product 
comprising the complementary nucleic 
acids indicates that the target nucleic acid 
is present in the sample. 
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